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         WASHINGTON – Senators Edward M. Kennedy and John F. Kerry and Congressman John W. Olver today announced that the House of Representatives has approved $1.4 million in federal funding for a Forest Legacy Program to preserve a large tract of undeveloped forest land in Pepperell. The funding will be used to help the Pepperell Springs Preservation Project collaborators purchase an easement to preserve a 265-acre forested tract in Pepperell for its watershed, wildlife habitat, and recreational and cultural values.

         "This is great news. Many people have worked very hard to ensure that this remarkable property is protected," Kennedy said. "Today, those efforts are one step closer to reality, and I look forward to continuing our work to preserve this critical land for generations to come."

         "Conserving this property means preserving an important wilderness area, protecting the public drinking water in both Massachusetts and New Hampshire and ensuring public access to the property in the future," said Kerry.

         "I am pleased that we are a step closer to providing federal funding for this preservation effort in Pepperell. If steps are not taken to protect this property from the imminent threat of development, the local drinking water supply will suffer," Olver said. "It is also important to protect the many natural resources in the area and maintain its scenic beauty for future generations."

         The tract of land falls within the watersheds of both the Nashua River and Nissitissit River. The tract is one of the highest quality river habitats in the Nashua River watershed, which encompasses 538 miles and 31 communities in north central Massachusetts and southern New Hampshire and provides drinking water for more than one million people. The tract is also one of the largest singly owned unprotected forests within the Nissitissit River watershed.

         Under the Forest Legacy Program, private-public partnerships use conservation easements to protect some of the best remaining wildlife habitat facing increased development pressure. The Commonwealth of Massachusetts and private land trusts have committed to working together with private landowners to purchase the easements. The Pepperell Springs Preservation Project is a partnership among the town of Pepperell, the Nashua River Watershed Association, the Nashoba Conservation Trust and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

         The funding was included in the Interior Appropriations conference report for fiscal year 2004 approved by the House of Representatives last night. Olver is a member of the Interior Appropriations Subcommittee and worked to secure the funding under the Forest Legacy Program within the House Interior Appropriations bill. Kennedy and Kerry secured the funding in the Senate's version of the bill. The conference report is the reconciled version of the separate House and Senate Interior Appropriations bills. After the Senate approves the conference report, the bill would then go to the President's desk for a signature.

         ###

         For more information, contact Al Futterman of the Nashua River Watershed Association at 978-448-0299 or Robert Hanson, Pepperell Town Administrator, at 978-433-0333.
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